I3o                   Pope Pius XI
Britain, gave the Vatican some excuse for the behaviour
of the Italian Church. However, the fact must be faced,
that pi-actically without exception the whole world
condemned Mussolini, all except the Pope.
We know that there were many countries who were
unwilling to impose Sanctions to any great extent, but all
the elements that would be considered most sympathetic
towards religion in every country of the world abhorred
what happened, and the injury to Catholicism of the
Pope's attitude has been almost unbelievable.
Especially has one noticed this in countries with
coloured Dominions, and whether you are speaking to
Catholics connected with the Mission field in Dutch,
French, or British territories, they will tell you that the
Pope's behaviour has caused a tremendous set-back to the
advancement of the missions in Africa and in Asia. This
is only natural, and must have been understood by the
Pope, but presumably he felt in his difficult position
that there was more to gain by the attitude he took
up.
One wonders what he hoped to gain therefrom* It
saved him, it is true, from an open breach with Mussolini
and Fascism, which might have led to the suppression of
Catholic activities amongst the Italian youth; but is not
that inevitable at some time in any case? Two such
fundamentally different ideas as those of the Catholic
Church and the Fascist State must eventually clash. Only
because Pope Pius XI wished to fight Bolshevism with
Fascism has he made friends with Mussolini. Only because
Mussolini wishes to use the influence of Catholicism to
help his Italian imperialism has he submitted to an agree-
ment with the Vatican.